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10,062/., the amount of voluntary contributions, and 19941., the income 
derived from local funds, which, it seems probable, although the returns 
are not quite clear upon this point, is applied to the support of the pub- 
lic schools, the total cost of the public schools will be 189,629/. 9s. lid.; 
the average contribution by each individual of the population, 5s. bd. ; 
and the total cost of each scholar, 11. 6s. 8d. 

As a large portion of the private schools and academies are stated to 
be temporary schools, kept during the vacations of the public schools, it 
is consequently impossible to distinguish the private scholars from those 
already enumerated among the public scholars. The average number 
of pupils however, in each private school, is 32, and the average cost of 
each pupil, 21. 10s. Id. 

The total sum applied annually to purposes of education in Mas- 
sachusetts is 257,969/.; and the total cost of each scholar exactly 
1/. 10s. 6d. 



CRIMINAL RETURNS. 

Forms for Registering the principal Circumstances connected with the 

Birth, Parentage, Education, and Condition of Criminal Offenders ; 

the nature and probable Causes of their Offences, with the result of 

their Trial. Prepared by a Committee of the Statistical Society of 

London. 
The object of the Statistical Society, in propounding the accompany- 
ing Form of Criminal Registers, is to enable magistrates, clerks of as- 
size, and gaolers, to obtain further particulars of offenders than have 
hitherto been collected. 

The form is intended for the registration of individual cases brought 
before magistrates or courts. 

The first column is for the " Number of the Offence," as entered in 
the book in the consecutive order of the charges made. 

The second column, " Date of Charge before Magistrates," explains 
itself. 

The third column, " Number of Offender," is to indicate the num- 
ber of offenders in consecutive series, as distinguished from the number 
of offences. 

The columns headed " Name," " Sex," "Age," require no explanation. 

The column headed " Occupation" is subdivided into professed and 
actual, in order to exhibit the real as well as the professed or assumed 
occupation of an offender. 

The column headed " Residence" is to be filled up with the name of 
the place which the magistrate, or other person making the return, con- 
sidered to be the offender's last usual or ordinary place of abode. 

The three following columns, headed " Domicile," are inserted in 
order to ascertain what proportion of offences are committed by natives, 
inhabitants, or strangers. 

The columns headed " Parentage" are chiefly applicable to juvenile 
offenders. 

Those headed " Education," " Domestic Condition," '' Previous Cha- 
racter," are so minute as to require no further explanation. 

The column headed " Previously Convicted" could only be filled up 
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accurately, as to felonies or misdemeanours, by the clerk of the peace, &c. ; 
but, as to petty offences, the magistrates, it is supposed, can generally 
identify the persons who repeatedly appear before them, and can briefly 
allude to the number and nature of their offences. 

It is supposed, if nothing is stated to the contrary, that the offender 
is of sound mind ; if he be not, the fact should be stated in the column 
for that purpose, distinguishing whether he be weak or insane. 

The column headed " Date of Commission of the Offence" requires 
no explanation. 

The *' Specific Name of the Offence," as house-breaking, dog-stealing, 
ring-dropping, shop-lifting, is to be inserted in the column for that 
purpose. 

The head, " Persons or Things on or in respect of whom, or which, the 
Offence was committed," is subdivided into two columns, namely, "Per- 
sons" and " Things," and the sub-head, " Things," is further subdivided 
into " Nature" and " Value." 

In the column, " Persons," may be stated the sex, whether old or 
young, whether any relation to the offender, as father or child, as master 
or servant, &c. 

In that headed " Nature of Things" may be inserted such particulars 
as the following : whether the property stolen, destroyed, or damaged, 
was food, wearing-apparel, tools, lead, glass, articles from carts or car- 
riages, linen exposed to dry, and poultry. 

In the column, " Modes," may be stated whether the offence was com- 
mitted by force, as by breaking a door j by fraud, as false messages, &c. ; 
by stealth, as entering when a door is left open, picking pockets, &c. 

In the column, " Instruments,'' may be stated the weapon, &c. by 
which a bodily injury was inflicted, or a burglary effected, as false keys, 
&c, and so of other offences. 

Under the head, " Inducements to commit the Offence," the ordinary 
causes are enumerated. If the inducement be unknown, or be of a na- 
ture different from those mentioned, it may be stated in the general 
column, " Other Inducements." 

The division of " Desire of Gain" into profligacy and distress 
will, it is believed, include almost all the cases in which gain is the 
inducement ; but if any other should occur, such as in the case of 
larcenies by persons to whom neither of those motives could be ascribed, 
it may be stated in the column, " Other Inducements." 

The object of the next column, " Indulgence of Sexual Desire," will 
be frequently obtained by giving the specific name of the offence, as 
rape, &c. ; but as gain and other motives may also influence the com- 
mission of bigamy, abduction, &c, it is desirable to exhibit the dis- 
tinctive motive of each case. 

"Malice" will, of course, include revenge, and all cases arising 
directly or indirectly from ill-will, as, for example, an injury inflicted 
on an animal to gratify malice borne towards its owner. 

" Wantonness" will include cases of mischief in which malice towards 
a person is not the influencing motive, as wanton cruelty to animals, the 
love of excitement, &c. 

Under the head "Proximate Causes of Offence" are columns for 
stating the circumstances, whether the offender or the person injured 
was intoxicated (a fact which it is of the highest importance to exhibit), 
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and whether the offender was tempted by opportunity, as by goods being 
exposed in an unguarded manner for sale; tools, &c, being left in 
unfinished houses ; children being entrusted with valuables, &c. 

In the next two columns, " Persons Charging," and " Witnesses," it 
may be stated whether the prosecutor is the party injured, or is an 
official, or a public or private informer; and the magistrate, for his 
own use, may fill up the columns with the names of the persons. 

The head " Hearing and Examination" includes five sub-heads and 
eight columns, which are applicable to the cases brought before magis- 
trates in their first preliminary stage. 

The column headed " Cases not entertained, and why," is for 
entering those cases in which, for want of jurisdiction or other cause, 
the case, is not entered upon. 

The sub-head " Case amicably adjusted" has two columns, the first 
of which is for entering adjustments by the parties after the charge has 
been made, but before the hearing. The other is to include the cases 
in which the magistrate actively interferes, or tacitly acquiesces in an 
adjustment. 

The next sub-head, " Cases discharged," has three columns, the 
objects of which are sufficiently described. The two last columns of 
this head are only applicable to cases which go to trial by jury. 

The head " Trial, Summary or by Jury," contains columns most of 
which are applicable to both species of trial. 

In the first should be stated the "Court or Jurisdiction" before 
which the cause was tried, viz., whether before a single magistrate, 
petty session, quarter session, or assize, &c. 

To preserve a distinction which is always marked in the Scotch 
system of jurisprudence, namely, between cases which are considered 
to be false charges, and cases in which the legal amount of evidence to 
prove guilt is not adduced, the columns " False Charge" and " Case 
not proved" are introduced ; a distinction -which can be taken in sum- 
mary convictions. 

" False Charge" is meant to signify the innocence of the offender ; 
but all verdicts of not guilty are to be entered in the column headed 
" Not Proved." " Culpability or Negligence of Complainant" is appli- 
cable to cases before magistrates dismissed on those grounds. 

" Insanity of the Offender" is sufficiently intelligible. Under " De- 
fect of the Law" may be registered the instances of cases of offence 
which, on trial, it is found that the law will not reach. 

" Costs" are to be noticed in cases of fines, because their amount is 
often a considerable, though an indirect, portion of the punishment, and 
is generally taken into account in fixing the fine. 

The term " Simple Imprisonment" is meant to distinguish imprison- 
ment without whipping, hard labour, &c. which are to be noticed in 
their respective columns. 

" Corporal Punishment" refers to such punishments as stocks, &c. 

The other two columns in this head require no explanation. 

The remaining columns are only applicable to cases tried by jury. 
The first will contain sentences respited by the judges, and the two next 
are to distinguish the execution and the commutation of punishments. 

In the last column the date in which a free pardon is given may be 
inserted. 
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